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294.#Throwbackthursday Sydney, Australia Oh gosh, isn’t it
crazy how time flies? Fourteen years have passed since we

started this blog (or maybe just three; I wasn’t sure if I
could post the whole thing). Since then, we’ve been to

many different places — many if you include the 5+ states
we have lived in in the past 11 years. But to celebrate our
one-year anniversary, we’ve decided to reflect on all those
trips, both good and bad, all the places we’ve been and all

the ways we’ve grown as a family. Enjoy! A few weeks
before our first family vacation, I decided to plan a memory-
making trip. After chatting with some friends, I decided to

visit the Blue Mountains in New South Wales. My friend from
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high school lives there, my husband’s family lived there
once, and our high school sweetheart went there when she

visited her folks during a semester abroad. I figured we
could make our own memories there. While we both agreed

the trip would be fun, neither of us knew what to expect.
We decided to let fate decide where we went. I loved the
idea of it all. The possibilities of what would happen that

weekend were endless. Would we run into anyone from our
past? Would we visit the same place as our high school

sweetheart? Would we run into some of our old friends who
might stop us to say “How are you? It’s been a while”?

Would our kids spend the whole weekend running around
screaming from thrill to thrill, only to come home and

realize they weren’t even bored one minute? Unfortunately,
fate played right into my hands. Since my high school

friends’ house was a 10-minute drive away, it was literally a
few minutes from the entrance to the Blue Mountains. I had
planned a map that would help us identify our first stop, but

it didn’t quite fit all of our needs. So when we arrived in
Dubbo, we chose to go for it, and found ourselves in the

middle of nowhere, parked right in front of the Blue
Mountains. I’ll never forget
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